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The myxomycetes are a greup: of relatively: elhscure
organisms that inhabit plant surfaces, litter and soil. They
are heteretropnic motile erganisms and produce: SpPoles as
a mechanisms fier reproductien and dispersal.

The terminoelogy, asseciatedwith thellr Identificatien Is
SOMEWnat Specificiand eccasionally: tuntamiliar. TS
glessany/Is Intended ter assist beh the nevice anad
EXPerienced scientist Wien clarfication: of terminelegy. IS
reguired. e buttens helow will take you ter terms
PEgINNING With! theserletters, then clicking en: the: termm will
take Youlte’ the definitiens and lustrations.
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Aethaliate

Aethalitn
Ameehollacellate cell
Anastemesed
Anaular
Aphianeplasmoedium
Areolate

Asperulate

Attenuate
Badhamieid

Binemial

Biiyephileus
Calyculus

Capillitium: (plE- capillitia)

Cartilaginous
Cellular slime molds
Cinereous

=\

N-Q

Circumscissile
Clavate
Clustered
Columella
Compressed
Concelereus
Conical
Convoluted
Coprephileus
Cortex
Corticelous
Cylindical
[Dehiscence
[Dendroid
Dichotemous

Dictydine aranules

Dictyestelids
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Echinate
Effused
Elater
ENJESPereUSs
ERIPAVIIC
EX@SPereus
Easciculate
EErrugineus
Elagellaie
Elagellim
Elexteus
Eloriiemnm
Eructificaton
Eruitina hedy.
EURAIVOreus
EUscoUS
ElUsiferm
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Gamete
Glolese
Gregarious
Hyaline
[HYArescepic
[Hyplhapl. hvphae
[Hypoethallus
liidescent
Lenticular
Life cycle
Ligniceleus
Cinernede

LEimy

Viembranous
MICKreEY/St

Moist. chamber culture

Myxameeha pl. myxamoenae

Myxemyceticelous
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Node
Ohovate
Obpyriierm
Ochraceous
Olivaceous
Operculate
Operculum
Ovaie
@)V/0)]o]
Palisade
Pallid
Papiliate
Perdialinet
Perdivm
Perithecium
Persistent
Petaloid
Phanereplasmoeditm

Physareid
Plasmodic granules
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Plasmodiecans

Plasmoediecarpeus

Rlasmedivn

Peroeid

Proelate

Priestiate

Protoplasmic streaming
Protoplasmodium: (19, preteplasmedia)
Protestelids

PSeudoaethaliate

Pseudeaethaliumi(pll pseudeaetihalia)
Pseudecapilhiitm (19l. pseudecapallitia)
Pseudocelumella (pll pseudocelumellae)
Pseudoplasmoeditn (pli pseudeplasmodia)
Pulverulent

Rulvinaie

RUnctate

Pyriferm
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RECuUVed
Renifieorm
Reticulate
Revolute

RUGGSE
Saprephaceus

Sclerotitm
Sessile
Sinuous

Solitany
Serecand
Spinulese

Sprengiate

Speranaiun
POr
Spore hall

SPOrE MAass
Spoerephore

Sporulate

Sperulatien
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Stalk
Stellate

Stipe
Stipitate
Striate
Subeylindrcal

Suhglokhese
Surace net
Swarim cell
lerete
Tessellate
Truncate
llurbinate
Umbilicate
\/enuloese
Verncose
Verruculose
\/IBlacEOUS
\Warted
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Aethaliate: Producing or su JJ,D i\

Lyjo€! o1 Truiting kedy: (SEE aetn
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Aethalium




Aethalium (plural aethalia): A relatively: large, sessile,
reund or moeund-shaped fuiting bedy fermed: frem all o a
Majer portion| eff a plasmodivm:

BT 5P Lygogala epidendrum

Return to A-E



Amoeeboflagellate cell: A general term used to refer to
either off the uninucleate: haplold trophic stages (I.e.,
myxamoeeha o swarn cell) i the: myxemycete liie cycle.

\

Swarm cell
Myxamoebae

Return to A-E



Anastomesed: Interconnected or joined repeatedly to
ferm a network:

Anastomosed surface net of
Stemonitis fusca

Return to A-E
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Return to A-E



Aphaneplasmoedium (plural aphanoplasmodia): A type
off plasmediums thatiis flat, transparent, and difficuli te
GRSEVEe! IR nature; It generally is evident enly When I

Heaps; Up Nl preparation for the formation: efi fruiting
90dIES; Clhiaracterstic off MEMIENS) ofi ther Stemonitales:

Return to A-E
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Asperulate: Having a suliface that appears roughn
Pecause of the: presence: off Small walits, or SpInES.

Return to A-E



Attenuate: Gradually narrewed; hecoming smaller anad
thInREer:

Attenuate capillitial tip in 7richia decipiens

Return to A-E
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Binemial: A twe-word term that represents the name: of a particular
species. The first werd (the genus) is capitalized while the second
Word (the specific epithet) Is never capitalized. Eollewing the Binomial
IS the authority, that refiers e the Individual(s) Whoe named the SPECIES.
The binomial isyeitheritalicized or Underdined.

Trichia macbrider M. E. Peck or Trichia macbriei M. E. Peck

macbrider
Genus Specific Original author of
epithet the binomial

Return to A-E



Bryoephilous: Living on, or at least asseciated with,
pryoephytes (Mosses and lIVerwWorts).

Leafy liverwort

Lepidoderma tigrinum Return to A-E



Calyculus (plural calyculn): A persistent cuplike: structure
formed from: the vasal pertion of the: perdium and
SUrreUNAINg ther vase oi t




Capiliitium (plural capillitia): A system, of sterile elements
feund wWithiin' the: spere mMass, of many: myxemycetes,

Capillitium

Return to A-E




Cartilaginous: Consisting off a stout, unifermly
thickened and usually rather stifif layer.
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Diderma floriforme

Leocarpus frag/7/'s

I Return to A-E



Cellular slime melds: A greup: of erganisms with a
Uninucieate, amoeehoeid trophic stage: similar ter the one
feund In; the myxemycetes but net ferming plasmodia or the
types of firtitinael PedIes characterstic of thelatter greup.

Aggregating myxamoebae

Slug and developing
sorocarp

=

Sorocarp

Return to A-E



Cinereous: Bluishigray; the celor of ashes.

NOTE: Colors will vary depending on monitor calibration.

Sporangium of

Arcyria cinerea
Return to A-E
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Concolerous: Having the same color.

Concolorous peridium and capillitium of
Hemitrichia serpula

Return to A-E



Conjcal: Mere or less cone-shaped.

Conical aethalia of
Lycogala conicum

Return to A-E



Convoluted: Coilled or twisted.




Coprophilous: Dung-inhabiting; 6ceurring on; dung.

Perichaena liceoides on
bison dung

Return to A-E
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Corticolous: Livingl on hark; associated witn the' nark
SUIMACE O lIVING treES;:

4




Cylindrical: Having the general fierm ofi a cylinder; a
termi applied to a structure with; essentially’ the same
diameter threughoeut Iits lengtn:

Return to A-E



0| Off the pendium (or cortex) in

|
10 POCIES, L0 EX|OOSE tE SPOrE Mass.
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Treelike; pranchning like

‘/C

tree
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Dichetomoeus: Branching or ferking| Inte twe: mere. or Iess
egual parts.

Dichotomous branching in the
capillitium of a Lamproderma

Return to A-E



Dictydine granules: Micrescopic and: usually: dark-coloread
structures found i the firuiting hodies ofi Seme: MEeMBErS; of
the Liceales; also called plasmodic granules;

Dictydine
granules

Cibraria sp.

Return to A-E

Cribraria tenella






telids: See cellular slime molds.

Cellular slime molds




Echinate: Spiny; having a surface ceveread with
shiarp-poeinted SpInes;
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Capillitium of Perichaena chrysosperma Spore of Lamproderma sp.

Return to E-M



Effused: Elattened or spread out over the sulstrate.

Diderma effusum
on a leaf

Return to E-M
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ENdOSporous: 'reva SPOKES BOrne Witnin: the: firuiting
pOAY; charactersticio

[ all myxomycetes except memiers; of
tne Ceratiomyxaies.
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EXOSPOorous: Having S
[RE Truiting voays; @

S|PONES, POKNE ON the OULEr S
conaitien: round oniy In: t

Cere [OMY/XaIES.




Fasciculate: Occurnng close together in smalli groups; or

puUnales.




USt-Coloread; naving the: color of Iren rust.




Elagellate: Possessingl ene: o more flagella.

Flagellate swarm cell

Return to E-M




Elagellum (pluraitfiagella): A relatvelyleng and whiplike
structure Uused In Iecemetion; characterstic ofi swalim: cells:

Flagella

Return to E-M




Elexueus: Having hends or curves; clooked.

Flexuous capillitia of
Lamproderma arcyrionema

Return to E-M



Florifiorm: Having a patt:

PErAItmM SPIILS INto I6ES
HeWEIs alSo




Fruiting Body
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Eruiting body: A general term for the spore-producing
structure produced durng the reproductive stage In the
myxomycete. lifie: eycle; the structure withiin which (er In
ONE case, on the surfiace of WhICh) the Sspoeres arne
proeduced; alse refelred to as a fructification oI Sperophore.
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Pseudoaethalium
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Sporangium

I Return to E-M
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EUSITOrm: Spindie-snaped; tapering at votn enads.




Gamete: A haploid repreductive cell capalle ofi fusing
Withr anether similar cell ter produce: a diploid zyeote.

T Gametes of ‘Physarum pusillium

/// prior to fusion

Return to E-M
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Gregarious: Occurrng relatively: close tegether in the
same general area off the: substrate but not clustered.

Trichia favoginea

Return to E-M



Hyaline: Clear or transparent.

Hyaline capillitia of
Didymium melanospermun

Return to E-M




IHy/grescopic: Absorbing or releasing moisture in
fespoense to changes In atmespherc humidity and
consequently: changing shape.

Elaters change shape as
humidity changes

Return to E-M



Hypha (plural hyphae): One of the individuall strands ol
threadlike elements, that make up the vegetative hoedy: ofi a
fiuRgUS.

Hyphae

Return to E-M



Hypothallus (plurall hypothalll): A thin layer depesited by
a plasmodiumi at the: time of fruiting); lecated on the
supstrate’ heneatin Gne or more firuiting odies;

BOO0 DO L

Return to E-M



lridescent: Displaying rainbowlike Colors.
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LLife cycle: The series of events or stages Involved In the
PElpPetuation: off an organism.

Myxemycete Life Cycle

o=

Sporangium

{ .. ShahnkEOgy
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Swarm Cell
Plasmodium

Return to E-M




Ligniceleus: Living on er within wooed.

Trichia pusilla on wood
Lycogala on a dead log

Return to E-M



LIme node: An enlarged, lime-containing jJunction: ini the
capilititm; characteristic: oif Some: Mmemers: oi the
Phy/Salel
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Limy: Containingl lime: (CalcCium: cartonate).




Membranoeus: Consisting of a thin, pliable layer.

Membranous peridium

=

Lamproderma atrosporum

Return to E-M



Microcyst: A resistant structure fermed when a
MyXamoena; Ceases Its activity: and becomes dormant.

Microcysts of Physarum
pusillum on an agar plate

Empty spore cases

Return to E-M



Molist chamber culture: a simple system used
10 Isolate myxemycetes, fronm samples of deaad
plant materal collectedlin nature.

Note collection and culture data

Return to E-M



Myxamoeeha (plural myxanmeehae): Ihe micrescopic,
Uninucieate ameehold tephic stage: In: the myxemycete lifie
cycle that alse may fURctien as;a gamete.

\ Myxamoebae

Return to E-M



Myxomyceticolous: Living on or witnin: the firuiting
DOUIES Off MYXOMY/CELES.




Noede: An expanded junction in the perdial net ofi the
fruiting| bedy. In seme members: of the Liceales.

Return to N-Q
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Oppyriform: Pear-shaped with the broad end Uppermaost.
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Ochraceous: Pale yellow: toireddish yellow.
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gchraceous spores of Trichia favoginea

Return to N-Q



Olivaceous: Dullyellewishi greens the: color ofi an| elive.
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Olivaceous sporangia of 7richia deciprens

Return to N-Q



Operculate: Having a prerormead lid-lke: covering
(OpEreulum;) oVEr the: UPPEN portion of a Sporangivm.




Operculume: A lid or cover.




neral form or







Palisade: A condition infWhich more ol less elongated
fruiting| bodies o other structures are clesely packed
IGGELNENR 1N} & PEIRENndICUIar arrangement.

Palisade sporangia

Return to N-Q




RPallid: Having a pale or White appearance.

Pallid sporangia of
Arcyria cinerea

Return to N-Q



Papiliate: Having a surfiace With) ene or mere
nipple-shiapeadiraised areas (papiliae).

Papillate margin of a peridial
plate from Licea minima

Return to N-Q



Peridial net: A reticulate structure formed when certain
portions of the perdium: persist in a mature fruiting body;
characteristic of some members of the Liceales.

Peridial net

Return to N-Q



Peridium (pluralfperaia): he Covering over the spore
MASS 01 a TruIting 1voay:
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eritheciu

0)0/0

M (piural pentnecia): Elas

IES| ProaUCEd 9)/ SOME ASCOMY/CELES.




Persistenit: Retaining the original shape or structure; not
pBreaking up: or disappeanng.

Persistent peridium in Leocarpus fragilis

Return to N-Q
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Petalold: See Eloriorm,.

Floriform
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Physareid: A type ofi capillitium consisting| of slender
noncalcareous threads connecting larger calcareous, Nodes.

»oiy

el

rg b ;‘ -, '
( |-. r', rt "" rr\-
. .f,.-i ¥ i

i [

W

t"'In-"' T '

A
4P

Calcareous
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Craterium leucocephalum
Return to N-Q



Plasmodic granules: See DICLydine gramnules.

Dictydine granules




Plasmodiecarp: A sessile, branched, rnng-shaped, or
netted type: of fruiting bedy fiermed When a plasmoedium
PECEMES concentrated 1n 1ts main; veins (Witheut breaking
U Inter smaller tniits) durng fruitng:

Return to N-Q

Hemitrichia serpula



Plasmodiocarpous: Proaucing (or at least s,,JJJ;r]v@ o] )
(e plasmo CJJ Al type of Truiting nedy: Plasmoadium
(PlUral: plasmoadia): The aceliuiar; multinucleate mass of
protoplasmi representing the: main: tropnic stage: in tne
myXxomy/Ccete e Cycle (SEE: PIaSeaiocar).
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Plasmodiocarp




Plasmodiume: (piural plasmoedia): e acellular,
multinuclieate Mass, of protoplasm: representing the main

ONIC Stage: In the myxomycete. liie: cy/Cle.
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POroid: Having more: or IeSs evident pores.




Proelate: Elengated teward the poles.

Prolate sporangia

Return to N-Q



Prostrate: Lying flat on the substrate.

Perichaena quadrata

Return to N-Q



Protoplasmic streaming: Movement of the protoplasm

I
Within the: plasmodiun; often readily’ apparent in the
Main veins.




Protoplasmoedium (plural proteplasmedia): A type. of
plasmodium that remains mICrescopic, forms ne Veins, and
gIves rise 1o only a single rather small firuiting hody.

Protoplasmodiu

Fruiting body

Licea biforis

Return to N-Q
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le: Producing| or sugges”r]v’e o1 the
pSeldoaethalitim: ty/pe of HUIting o)/
(SEE PSEleoactnalum):

Pseudoaethalium




Pseudoaethalium (plural psetdeaethalia): A type ofi
fruiting| body. that consIsts, ofi a mass of sperangia tighily,
packed tegetner torresemble an aethalibn.

4 ) ."”Jiﬂ Fat o
_;{qﬁﬁi Ui SRS

Return to N-Q




Pseudocapiliitium (plurall pseudecapillitia): A systen of
iregular plates, tulbes,or threadlike: elements eecuring
WItRIR the spore: mass oi: an aethalitm and suggestive of a
truer capniium: kit net formed inl the sanme manner;
characteristic ofi some: members of Liceales,

Return to N-Q




Pseudecolumella (plural: pseudocolumellae): A spherical

1o Irrugular lime: mass mere or less centrally: lecated within

the spore mass and consisting i a single discrete hedy: or
d leese agaregation ol smaller Units.

Pseudocolumella TN
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Return to N-Q



Pseudoplasmodium (plural: pseudeplasmoedia): A
multicellular mass preduced durngl the life cycle ofi a
, - cellulassline molak

o

-

p PsquBpIasmodium ar A
Dictyostelium sp.

Return to N-Q
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Pulvinate: Cushien-shaped; having the general shiape: of
a small cushien.

Pulvinate fruiting bodies of
Drdymium ochroideum

Return to N-Q



Punctate: Having a surface marked with very: smallfwarts
O iRy dEpPressions.

Punctate spores of

Stemonitis fusca Punctate spores with ridges

of Badhamia gracilis

Return to N-Q



Pyriforme: Pear-snaped.
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ved: Cuning downweard o hackward.




RENITorm: Kidney-shapead.




Reticulate: Netted; having a surface: covered with a
netwerk ofi Spines, warts, or ridges.

Reticulate spores

Perichaena Trichia favoginea
echinospora

Return to R-Z



REVOIULE: Having a mangin that IS relied nack or uj:




RuUugose: Wrink |
gose: Wrnkied; having a surface markeao
) UITaCe markea! 1y ¢
WHnRKIES. e

Qb




Saprophagous: Feeding upon noniving organic: matter.
Typical off true iungl sucn: as the ene Seen nere.




Sclerotium (pitral sclerotia): A dormant, nardenea
Structure formea firom the: plasmodium: Under Unfavoranie
Ifconaitions.

Cﬁ

EnVvirenmenta




Sessile: Lacking a stalk; attached directly to the
sulstrate.

Return to R-Z



Naving CUKRes, BEn@s, or turns.

Wavy:

Sinuous

Sinuous capillitium of
Lamproderma arcyrionema

Return to R-Z
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Soelitary: Occuring alene on the sulstrate.
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Return to R-Z



Seroecarp: The fruiting body preduced by a
cellulaiFslimermold:

o,

Sorocarp of Dictyostelum discoideum

Return to R-Z



Spinulese: Having a surface markead with; small spines.
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Spinulose capillitium of
Metatrichia vesparium Return to R-Z
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Sporangiate: Producing or suggestive of the sporangium
Lyjpe ol fruiting 1vody: (SEE Sporangiun).

Sporangium




Sperangium (pluralisperangia): A type of fruiting body
formed when a plasmoeditmi breaks up Intera AUMBEr ofi
small pertions, each eff Which develeps inte a single
stalked! o1 sessilerunit; a small plasmoeditm may e
ey GRE sperangiun.
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Leprdoderma tigrinum
Hemitrichia clavata

Return to R-Z
Physarum nucleatum



Spore: A resistant micrescopic reproductive structure
produced infthe firuiting bedy: eff a myxenmycete.

Stemonitis fusca Perichaena Trichia favogenia
echinospora

Fuligo septica Return to R-Z
spore germinating



Spore ball: A group ofi Spores jeined closely tegether;
characterstic of some memoers of the genus saaiamia
and: a few ethneR myXxenycetes.

Badhamia
nitens

Return to R-Z



Spore mass: All'the spoeres within a single fruiting| body,
When| considereadl collectively.

o Spore mass "i’é > v aye
__ A.'/vith capillitium A N
| RS T &7
Peridium Y #..-F li!
) .i

I Return to R-Z



Sporopnore: See Eruiting vody.

Fruiting body




Sporulate: o Underge sporuiation (SEE: Sporulation;).

Sporulation




Sporulation: The fruiting process In which a plasmoedium
IS transformed Into 0ne ol more fiuiting hedies.

Sporulation in Stemonitis axifera
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http://www.hiddenforest.co.nz/slime/family/stemonitaceae/stemo04.htm
http://www.hiddenforest.co.nz/slime/family/stemonitaceae/stemo05.htm

Stalk: A structure supporting the spore mass, which
eften IS elevated seme: distance: abeyve: the sulhstrate;
alse calledra stipe:
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Stellate: Star-shaped; having the general
appearance: ef a star.

Diderma asteroides
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Stipitate: Stalkea; Naving a definite stalk.




Striate: Varked with fine parallelf rnages.




Subeylindrical: Semewhat cylindrical.
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Subglebese: Not guite glohose.
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Didymium leoninum
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Surface net: A well-defined, often highly branched and
AnNastemosing perpherall network found just keneatn the
PErditm, WREle It anses firom| the tips of the capillitial
PrANCHES; Charactleristici ol the genus, Stemos:
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Swarm cell: TThe microscopic, uninucleate: flagellated
treophIc stage: Inf the myxemycete lifie cycle that also may.
function: as,; a gamete.
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Tlerete: More or less roeund In cress section; cylindrical.

Terete sporangia of
Stemonitis nigra
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8 marked with a

|
L
(2
)
U )
(L
(ab
Pl
{gm
(L
all
Q
<
: L

((®
Q))
R
Ui
Lo
D
s )
Lab
C)
Q))

-

MOSalC desig







Turoinate: Toep-shaped.




Umpilicate: Having a depression: o JrJ\/gngJ;LEJorJ at the
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VVenulese: Having small veins.

Venulose hypothallus of
Physarum pusillum
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\errucoese: Warted; having a suliface: marked with Warts.

Cluster of verrucose spores
of Badhamia nitens
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Verruculese: Minutely verrucose; very delicately warted.

Verruculose spores of
Stemonitis fusca
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Vielaceous: Bluishipurple; the color ofi Vielets.

NOTE: Colors may vary depending on monitor calibration

Sporangium of
Cribraria violacea
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Warted: Havingla surface marked with small
PretUBEraNCES) OF FAISEd areas.

Cluster of warted spores of
Badhamia nitens

Warted spores of
Stemonitis fusca
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Appreciation is extended to Clive Shirley,
Randy Darrah, Lora Lindley-Settlemyre, Ray
Simons, Satyendra Rajguru, Fred Spiegel,
George Barron and Emily Johnson for
contributing images that were used to
prepare this presentation.



	MYXOMYCETES(also called plasmodial slime moldsor myxogastrids)A glossary of common terms
	The myxomycetes are a group of relatively obscure organisms that inhabit plant surfaces, litter and soil.  They are heterotrop
	A-D
	E-M
	N-Q
	R-Z
	Aethaliate:  Producing or suggestive of the aethalium type of fruiting body (see aethalium image).
	Aethalium (plural aethalia): A relatively large, sessile, round or mound-shaped fruiting body formed from all or a major porti
	Amoeboflagellate cell:  A general term used to refer to either of the uninucleate haploid trophic stages (i.e., myxamoeba or s
	Anastomosed:  Interconnected or joined repeatedly to form a network.
	Angular:  Having an angle or angles; not rounded in outline.
	Aphanoplasmodium (plural aphanoplasmodia):  A type of plasmodium that is flat, transparent, and difficult to observe in nature
	Areolate:  Having a surface divided into smaller areas by cracks or crevices.
	Asperulate:  Having a surface that appears rough because of the presence of small warts or spines.
	Attenuate:  Gradually narrowed; becoming smaller and thinner.
	Badhamioid:  A type of capillitium consisting entirely of limy elements.
	Binomial:  A two-word term that represents the name of a particular species.  The first word (the genus) is capitalized while
	Bryophilous:  Living on, or at least associated with, bryophytes (mosses and liverworts).
	Calyculus (plural calyculi):  A persistent cuplike structure formed from the basal portion of the peridium and surrounding the
	Capillitium (plural capillitia):  A system of sterile elements found within the spore mass of many myxomycetes.
	Cartilaginous:  Consisting of a stout, uniformly thickened and usually rather stiff layer.
	Cellular slime molds:  A group of organisms with a uninucleate, amoeboid trophic stage similar to the one found in the myxomyc
	Cinereous:  Bluish gray; the color of ashes.
	Circumscissile:  Dehiscing along a line around the middle.
	Clavate:  Club‑shaped.
	Clustered:  Occurring close together in the same small area of the substrate.
	Columella (plural columellae):  A sterile structure that extends into the spore mass from below; in stipitate forms it appears
	Compressed:  Pressed together; flattened.
	Concolorous:  Having the same color.
	Conical:  More or less cone‑shaped.
	Convoluted:  Coiled or twisted.
	Coprophilous:  Dung‑inhabiting; occurring on dung.
	Cortex:  The thick covering over the spore mass of an aethalium.
	Corticolous:  Living on bark; associated with the bark surface of living trees.
	Cylindrical:  Having the general form of  a cylinder; a term applied to a structure with essentially the same diameter through
	Dehiscence:  The splitting of the peridium (or cortex) in mature fruiting bodies to expose the spore mass.
	Dendroid:  Treelike; branching like a tree.
	Dichotomous:  Branching or forking into two more or less equal parts.
	Dictydine granules: Microscopic and usually dark‑colored structures found in the fruiting bodies of some members of the Liceal
	Discoid:  Disk‑shaped.
	Dictyostelids:  See cellular slime molds.
	Echinate:  Spiny; having a surface covered with sharp‑pointed spines.
	Effused:  Flattened or spread out over the substrate.
	Elater: A single, free, simple or branched capillitial strand; characteristic of some members of the Trichiales.
	Endosporous:  Having spores borne within the fruiting body; characteristic of all myxomycetes except members of the Ceratiomyx
	Epiphytic:  Growing or occurring upon other plants.
	Exosporous:  Having spores borne on the outer surface of the fruiting body; a condition found only in the Ceratiomyxales.
	Fasciculate:  Occurring close together in small groups or bundles.
	Ferruginous:  Rust‑colored; having the color of iron rust.
	Flagellate:  Possessing one or more flagella.
	Flagellum (plural flagella): A relatively long and whiplike structure used in locomotion; characteristic of swarm cells.
	Flexuous:  Having bends or curves; crooked.
	Floriform:  Having a pattern of dehiscence in which the peridium splits into lobes arranged like the petals of a flower; also
	Fructification:  See Fruiting body.
	Fruiting body: A general term for the spore‑producing structure produced during the reproductive stage in the myxomycete life
	Fungivorous:  Fungus‑feeding; feeding upon the fruiting bodies or vegetative hyphae of fungi.
	Fuscous:  Brownish gray; smoky drab or dusky in color.
	Fusiform:  Spindle‑shaped; tapering at both ends.
	Gamete:  A haploid reproductive cell capable of fusing with another similar cell to produce a diploid zygote.
	Globose:  Spherical; having the general form or shape of a ball.
	Gregarious:  Occurring relatively close together in the same general area of the substrate but not clustered.
	Hyaline:  Clear or transparent.
	Hygroscopic:  Absorbing or releasing moisture in response to changes in atmospheric humidity and consequently changing shape.
	Hypha (plural hyphae):  One of the individual strands or threadlike elements that make up the vegetative body of a fungus.
	Hypothallus (plural hypothalli):  A thin layer deposited by a plasmodium at the time of fruiting; located on the substrate ben
	Iridescent:  Displaying rainbowlike colors.
	Lenticular:  Shaped like a double convex lens.
	Life cycle:  The series of events or stages involved in the perpetuation of an organism.
	Lignicolous:  Living on or within wood.
	Lime node: An enlarged, lime‑containing junction in the capillitium; characteristic of some members of the Physarales.
	Limy:  Containing lime (calcium carbonate).
	Membranous: Consisting of a thin, pliable layer.
	Microcyst:  A resistant structure formed when a myxamoeba ceases its activity and becomes dormant.
	Moist chamber culture: a simple system usedto isolate myxomycetes from samples of dead plant material collected in nature.
	Myxamoeba (plural myxamoebae):  The microscopic, uninucleate amoeboid trophic stage in the myxomycete life cycle that also may
	Myxomyceticolous:  Living on or within the fruiting bodies of myxomycetes.
	Node:  An expanded junction in the peridial net of the fruiting body in some members of the Liceales.
	Obovate:  Ovate with the narrow end at the base.
	Obpyriform:  Pear‑shaped with the broad end uppermost.
	Ochraceous:  Pale yellow to reddish yellow.
	Olivaceous:  Dull yellowish green; the color of an olive.
	Operculate:  Having a preformed lid-like covering (operculum) over the upper portion of a sporangium.
	Operculum:  A lid or cover.
	Ovate:  Egg‑shaped; having the general form or shape of  an egg.
	Ovoid:  Egg‑shaped; usually pertaining to solid bodies.
	Palisade:  A condition in which more or less elongated fruiting bodies or other structures are closely packed together in a pe
	Pallid:  Having a pale or white appearance.
	Papillate:  Having a surface with one or more nipple‑shaped raised areas (papillae).
	Peridial net:  A reticulate structure formed when certain portions of the peridium persist in a mature fruiting body; characte
	Peridium (plural peridia):  The covering over the spore mass of a fruiting body.
	Perithecium (plural perithecia):  Flask‑shaped fruiting bodies produced by some ascomycetes.
	Persistent:  Retaining the original shape or structure; not breaking up or disappearing.
	Petaloid:  See Floriform.
	Phaneroplasmodium (plural phaneroplasmodia):  A type of plasmodium that may be relatively large and conspicuous enough to be o
	Physaroid:  A type of capillitium consisting of slender noncalcareous threads connecting larger calcareous nodes.
	Plasmodic granules:  See Dictydine granules.
	Plasmodiocarp: A sessile, branched, ring‑shaped, or netted type of fruiting body formed when a plasmodium becomes concentrated
	Plasmodiocarpous:  Producing (or at least suggestive of) the plasmodiocarp type of fruiting body Plasmodium (plural: plasmodia
	Plasmodium:  (plural plasmodia): The acellular, multinucleate mass of protoplasm representing the main trophic stage in the my
	Poroid:  Having more or less evident pores.
	Prolate:  Elongated toward the poles.
	Prostrate:  Lying flat on the substrate.
	Protoplasmic streaming: Movement of the protoplasm within the plasmodium; often readily apparent in the main veins.
	Protoplasmodium (plural protoplasmodia):  A type of plasmodium that remains microscopic, forms no veins, and gives rise to onl
	Protostelids:
	Pseudoaethaliate:  Producing or suggestive of the pseudoaethalium type of fruiting body (see pseudoaethalium).
	Pseudoaethalium (plural pseudoaethalia):  A type of fruiting body that consists of a mass of sporangia tightly packed together
	Pseudocapillitium (plural pseudocapillitia):  A system of irregular plates, tubes,or threadlike elements occurring within the
	Pseudocolumella (plural: pseudocolumellae): A spherical to irrugular lime mass more or less centrally located within the spore
	Pseudoplasmodium (plural: pseudoplasmodia):  A multicellular mass produced during the life cycle of a cellular slime mold.
	Pulverulent:  Having a surface that appears powdery.
	Pulvinate:  Cushion‑shaped; having the general shape of a small cushion.
	Punctate:  Having a surface marked with very small warts or tiny depressions.
	Pyriform:  Pear‑shaped.
	Recurved:  Curving downward or backward.
	Reniform:  Kidney‑shaped.
	Reticulate:  Netted; having a surface covered with a network of spines, warts, or ridges.
	Revolute:  Having a margin that is rolled back or up.
	Rugose:  Wrinkled; having a surface marked by coarse wrinkles.
	Saprophagous:  Feeding upon nonliving organic matter.  Typical of true fungi such as the one seen here.
	Sclerotium (plural sclerotia): A dormant, hardened structure formed from the plasmodium under unfavorable environmental condit
	Sessile:  Lacking a stalk; attached directly to the substrate.
	Sinuous: Wavy; having curves, bends, or turns.
	Solitary:  Occurring alone on the substrate.
	Sorocarp:  The fruiting body produced by a cellular slime mold.
	Spinulose:  Having a surface marked with small spines.
	Spiny:  See Echinate.
	Sporangiate:  Producing or suggestive of the sporangium type of fruiting body (see sporangium).
	Sporangium (plural sporangia):  A type of fruiting body formed when a plasmodium breaks up into a number of small portions, ea
	Spore:  A resistant microscopic reproductive structure produced in the fruiting body of a myxomycete.
	Spore ball:  A group of spores joined closely together; characteristic of some members of the genus Badhamia and a few other m
	Spore mass:  All the spores within a single fruiting body when considered collectively.
	Sporophore:  See Fruiting body.
	Sporulate:  To undergo sporulation (see sporulation).
	Sporulation:  The fruiting process in which a plasmodium is transformed into one or more fruiting bodies.
	Stalk: A structure supporting the spore mass, which often is elevated some distance above the substrate; also called a stipe
	Stellate:  Star‑shaped; having the general appearance of a star.
	Stipe:  See stalk.
	Stipitate:  Stalked; having a definite stalk.
	Striate:  Marked with fine parallel ridges.
	Subcylindrical:  Somewhat cylindrical.
	Subglobose:  Not quite globose.
	Surface net: A well‑defined, often highly branched and anastomosing peripheral network found just beneath the peridium, where
	Swarm cell: The microscopic, uninucleate flagellated trophic stage in the myxomycete life cycle that also may function as a ga
	Terete:  More or less round in cross section; cylindrical.
	Tessellate:  Having a surface marked with a mosaic design.
	Truncate:  Square or broad at the end as if cut off.
	Turbinate:  Top‑shaped.
	Umbilicate:  Having a depression or invagination at the base of the spore mass where the stalk is attached.
	Venulose:  Having small veins.
	Verrucose:  Warted; having a surface marked with warts.
	Verruculose:  Minutely verrucose; very delicately warted.
	Violaceous:  Bluish purple; the color of violets.
	Warted:  Having a surface marked with small protuberances or raised areas.

